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The following is a summary of the 2008 -2009 state 
budget as it relates to the protecting Floridaõs envi-

ronment.  The information is courtesy of the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection.   
 On June 11th, Governor Charlie Crist signed the Stateõs 
budget for the upcoming Fiscal Year 2008-09, reaffirming a com-
mitment to Floridaõs natural resources and promoting alterna-
tive and renewable energy technologies. With a strong commit-
ment to maintaining critical environmental projects and pro-
grams, Governor Crist, Lt. Governor Jeff Kottkamp and the Flor-
ida Legislature have provided $2 billion to the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP) to preserve and en-
hance water resources as well as preserve natural lands.  
  The 2008-09 budget includes $264.4 million to protect 
and restore Florida water resources, $300 million to fund the 
stateõs land conservation program Florida Forever as well as 
$55.9 million to enhance recreation and public access areas. In 
addition, next fiscal yearõs budget includes $78.75 million to 
promote energy diversity and conservation, encourage the de-
velopment of alternative and renewable energy technologies 
and address climate change. 
  
The Fiscal Year 2008-2009 budget includes: 
 Promoting Energy Diversity for Florida, $78.75 million ð Fur-
thering protection for Floridaõs environment and citizens from 
the harmful impacts of climate change, the 2008 -09 budget 
includes nearly $79 million to increase energy efficiency, stimu-
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Florida Forever  

Barbara Albrecht, Northwest Chapter President  

From the Northwest Chapter...  
 
On behalf of the Northwest portion of the state, Iõd like to say ôThank youõ for your interest and sup-
port of the Florida Forever Program.  The Florida Forever program will continue for another ten years 
with the passage of legislation this Session. The legislation moves the program forward and, in addi-
tion to establishing a funding mechanism for working waterfronts and a number of other provisions, 
the legislation also redirects 5 percent of the 35 percent that water managements districts receive in 
funding to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (DACS) and Florida Communities 
Trust (FCT). Three-and-one-half percent is directed to DACS (about $15 million) for rural and family 
easements, and one- and-one-half percent is directed to FCT for working waterfronts.  
 
Jay Liles may have captured it best in his on -line recent publication;  
 
All things considered this was a good year for Florida's environment. At the top of our wish list was 
Florida Forever, the state's premier land conservation program. Early on we made the case for addi-
tional funding and an extension of the program for another decade. At the low point of the session 
we feared we might not see any funding and the successor legislation was loaded with schemes de-
signed to make use of conservation lands for everything but conservation. Legislators played politics 
with the very machinery that administers the program, moving people, programs and processes as 
though on a board game with little thought about the ultimate value to be derived from this exer-
cise.  
  
In the end, as with most issues of this magnitude, wiser heads prevailed. Egos took a back seat to 
sound policy and Florida Forever received full funding (a miracle of sorts in this tight budget year). A 
ten-year successor program was adopted that actually recognizes the need to increase the funding 
authority so that we may be in a position to save land that will otherwise fall to development. In 
addition, Everglades bonding authority was extended by ten years and funding of $50 million was 
provided to keep restoration efforts moving forward.  
  - Jay Liles, Florida Wildlife Federation Policy Consultant [news@fwfonline.ccsend.com]  
 
We still have our work cut out for us in the state and greater Southeast US.   Twenty years ago we 
tried to sit at the table with Georgia and urge the leadership to develop a growth management plan 
which would address water conservation issues.  Fast forward to the present, and, our tri -state water 
war is far from over and pitting unbridled growth of a metropolitan city against the billion dollar sea-
food industry and a past way -of-life which doesnõt fit the fast tempo of todayõs busy world.  
 
We have more problems with our gluttony and appetite for large non -economical vehicles and a con-
tinued lack of public transportation in our cities, counties, and state.  Why is it that a 22 year old 
Honda Civic can still get 50 miles to the gallon, whereas a 2008 Honda Civic only gets between 29 and 
36 unless you count the Hybrid model which gets 45 MPG.    
 
On a recent trip to Chile in South America, we marveled at the ease of using public transportation to 
get around the city of Santiago.  A city lined with parks, designed for walking and cycling ð put us 
within ten minutes of the subway, which for under a dollar had us connected to train stations, bus 
stations, downtown markets, the financial district, and the shopping meccas.  For under $7.50/person 
we took a bus (Mercedes Bus) with comfortable seats (we are both over 6õ tall) and more leg room 
than afforded on the recent Delta flight, to a city 300 miles north, in under 6 hours.  Upon our return 
to the states, we looked up the Greyhound Bus schedule and learned that a 250 mile trip from Pensa-
cola, FL, to Birmingham, AL, would take anywhere from 10 to 14 hours, and cost $65/person one way.  
 
We must get on the ball with transportation planning, water conservation, recycling whether it is cur-
rently economical or not, utilizing household grey water or reclaimed WWTP water for irrigation, city 
planning, the preservation and protection of riparian areas, and the incorporation of green belts for 
air and water quality, and the quality of life for our growing population.    
 
We still have much to do, but for now celebrate the victory of knowing that more sensitive land will 
be put into conservation thanks to your support.  
 
-Barbara Albrecht works for The Nature Conservancy and is the Program Manager for the Gulf Coastal 
Plain Ecosystem Partnership as is serving as the current President of the Northwest Chapter of the 
Florida Association of Environmental Professionals   
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There were many state and nationally recognized environmentally designated days last quarter. 
Thank you to Jennifer Acevedo with the Treasure Coast Chapter for sharing with us what she and 
other volunteers did to promote our environment.  Read all about it on page 5 . 
 
Please share your stories with us any time, email them to info@faep -fl.org .  

mailto:mailto:info@faep-fl.org


How ôGreenõ is Your Water? 
Felicia M. Boyd, NEFAEP Member 
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The St. Johns River and other alternative water sources are currently being considered  
for water supply, because we are running out of sustainable supplies of groundwater.  
The Northeast Florida Association of Environmental Professionals (NEFAEP) partnered  
with the Florida Community College at Jacksonville (FCCJ) to present our Annual Conference:  How ôGreenõ 
is Your Water?  Water Conservation through Green Building and Living.   The conference was held at the 
FCCJ Advanced Technology Center on May 8, 2008 in Jacksonville Florida.  Stakeholders from industry, gov-
ernment, consulting, grass roots organizations, and the general public met to discuss essential water con-
servation strategies.  
 
Bruce Doueck from JEA, the local utility, explained the trials and tribulations of supply and demand, and 
their strategy for providing water and at the same time using their marketing skills to campaign for better 
use and conservation.  Deirdre Irwin from the St. Johns Water Management District introduced Florida Wa-
ter Star, an incentive program for new builders and those looking to retrofit their homes to save water (and 
money) indoors, and with waterwise landscaping and efficient irrigation.  
 
With regards to green building, Pierce Jones from University of  Floridaõs Program for Resource Efficient 
Communities, a group that promotes the adoption of best design, construction and management practices 
in new, master planned residential development, focused on the benefits, both monetary and aesthetic, of 
incorporating Florida -friendly landscaping into the design and building of green, water conservative homes.  
David Birkelbach from Elkins Constructors emphasized the cost savings to building with an eye to water 
conservation.  He gave examples of LEED-certified commercial buildings where, with simple measures such 
as waterless urinals, aerated faucets and waterwise landscaping, they were able to save millions of gallons 
of water and tens of thousands of dollars per year.  
 
Vince Seibold, from the city of Jacksonville, spoke of the cityõs plans to enact a new irrigation ordinance 
and fertilizer ordinance in an effort to promote water conservation.  He emphasized the need for educa-
tion. The education efforts of three organizations, the Watershed Action Volunteers of the St. Johns River 
Water Management District (Felicia Boyd), the Riverkeeper organization (Danielle Dolan), and the Green 
Team Project (Sarah Boren), were highlighted.  
 
The conference was held at Florida Community College at Jacksonvilleõs Advanced Technology Center in 
downtown Jacksonville and was catered by dõVine cuisine, Inc.  Numerous environmental organizations had 
displays of their companyõs expertise.  Exhibitors and sponsors included: 

Florida Community College at Jacksonville  

Florida Association of Environmental Professionals 

GeoSyntec Consultants 
Golder Associates, Inc. 
Industrial Water Services  
JAXPORT  
Moran Environmental Recovery 
PBS&J 
Rogers Towers 
Shaw Environmental & Infrastructure, Inc.  
Siemens Water Technologies 
SWS Remediation 
University of North Florida - Environmental Center  

 
Three $1,000 scholarships were presented, one each to Florida Community College at Jacksonville, Univer-
sity of North Florida, and Jacksonville University.  
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Reduce Costs by Using Low Impact Development Practices  
Shannon Julien, FAEP Secretary  
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has released a new report "Reducing Stormwater Costs through 
Low Impact Development (LID) Strategies and Practices," which contains 17 case studies from across North 
America that show the economic viability of LID practices. Using these practices in construction projects 
can lower costs while improving environmental results.  
 
"Low impact development can deliver big benefits for the environment and the economy and this report 
has the numbers to prove it," said Assistant Administrator for Water Benjamin H. Grumbles. "It pays to save 
watersheds, reuse stormwater, and grow sustainably with green infrastructure."  
 
LID practices are innovative stormwater management practices to manage urban stormwater runoff at its 
source. The goal is to mimic the way water moved through an area before it was developed by using design 
techniques that infiltrate, evapotranspirate, and reuse runoff close to its source. Some common LID prac-
tices include rain gardens, grassed swales, cisterns, rain barrels, permeable pavements and green roofs. 
LID practices increasingly are used by communities across the country to help protect and restore water 
quality. The report highlights examples that, in most cases, reduce project costs while improving environ-
mental performance. Total capital savings ranged from 15 to 80 percent, with a few exceptions in which 
LID project costs were higher than conventional stormwater management costs. As LID practices become 
more common, it is likely that they will become cheaper to use. For a copy of the report: http://
www.epa.gov/owow/nps/lid/costs07/ .  

Interested in advertising in FAEPôs newsletter?   
Visit faep-fl.org for rate information  

or contact Danielle Weitlauf at  

727-565-1985 or info@faep-fl.org 

County Goes Green and Is the First to Get the Gold  
Nancy Rodlun, FAEP Board Member  
 
 In September 2005, Mayor Richard T. Crotty announced that Orange County 
would register to become a Florida Green Local Government within three 
years.  The County has not only achieved that goal, but it is the first local govern-
ment in Florida to achieve the green certification at the gold level. Terry Janssen, 
Co-chair of the Florida Green Building Coalition (FGBC) Green Local Government 
Committee, presented the award to the Orange County Board of County Commissioners (BCC) on Earth Day, 
April 22, 2008.  
 The Florida Green Building Coalitionõs Green Local Government designation recognizes green cit-
ies and counties for achievements in outstanding environmental stewardship.  To become certified, a mu-
nicipality must apply and meet a comprehensive list of criteria organized in terms of local governmental 
agency functions and outlined in the Green Local Government Standard on FGBCõs Web site.   The standard 
focuses on improving environmental performance through a number of mediums: energy, water, air, land, 
and waste; and evaluates environmental practices done in -house, incentives and ordinances that foster 
green practices and educational activities to improve the environment.  Some of Orange Countyõs practices 
and accomplishments include:  

¶ Meeting many of the criteria regarding fleet management, including the addition of hybrid and alter-
native -fuel vehicles to its fleet, and conducting best management practices to prevent stormwater 
pollution and recycling waste  

¶ Improving the existing County GIS system by including sustainability indicators, which is readily avail-
able to assist with community and environmental planning  

¶ Implementing a green building awards program to recognize green projects in the government and 
private sector   

¶ Partnering with the Florida Solar Energy Center, and other agencies, to invest in a solar photovoltaic 
array which will be installed on the roof of the Orange County Convention Center.  This project, will 
be the largest in the southeast, will allow for a  substantial energy savings and will become a model 
for clean energy in the community and the nation  

¶ Being designated a Tree City USA community through the Arbor Day Foundation 

¶ Continuing a land acquisition program, Green PLACE, to purchase and manage environmentally sensi-
tive lands Green PLACE stands for Park Land Acquisition for Conservation and Environmental Protec-
tion.  

¶ Offering education and outreach to the community, which includes disseminating green products such 
as reusable cotton bags for shopping, tire pressure gauges to improve fuel efficiently, and low flow 
showerheads to reduce water usage, as well as a Toilet Replacement Voucher Incentive Program that 
offers up to $100 per toilet to replace existing high -flow toilets with ultra -low-flow toilet (ULFT) 
models 

 
 One rewarding part of this process was discovering the numerous practices Orange County was 
already involved in to conserve natural resources and limit impacts on the environment.  Some examples of 
this are: the process of using  methane gas from landfills to provide enough elec-

Continued on page 9 
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FAEP Treasure Chapter Outreach, Great American Cleanup, 
Martin County Fairgrounds 2008  

Jennifer Acevedo, Treasure Coast Member  

This year nearly 1,200 volunteers came out on Saturday, May 3 rd to par-

ticipate in Keep Martin Beautifulõs Cleanupalooza as part of the nation-

wide 2008 Great American Cleanup. Volunteers took part in everything 

from collecting litter to revitalization and beautification projects around 

Martin County.  FAEP Treasure Coast Chapter members, in honor of the Great American Cleanup, volun-

teered their time and vision through the organization and creation of a revitalization team, with the 

goal of improving the Martin County Fairgrounds through native landscaping, and native habitat show-

casing.  The overall result ended in planting of over 200 native xeric plants, creation of a dune habitat 

showcase featuring a small scale created dune, coastal plants, and a mural depicting commonly seen 

marine dwellers.   

 

As part of this event several FAEP member businesses joined together 

planting native xeric species, and showcasing native south Florida habitats 

at the Martin County Fairgrounds.  Spearheading this effort was Jennifer 

Acevedo, Treasure Coast FAEP Board Member, and Marissa Krueger, Treas-

ure Coast Chapter FAEP member.  Jennifer and Marissa served on the plan-

ning committee as organizers and presenters of the concept of environ-

mental enhancement through native plants and habitat showcasing of the 

Martin County Fairgrounds.  Crossroads Environmental Consultants, Inc. 

located in Palm City FL, along with Native Lands Management, Vero Beach, FL, Bates Plants, Fort 

Pierce, FL, and Brenda Lee, local Martin County artist, joined forces to revitalize the Martin County 

Fairgrounds in honor of the 50 th anniversary of the Fairgrounds.  Organizers and individual participants 

of this project included:  Jennifer Acevedo, Treasure Coast FAEP Board Member, Crossroads Environ-

mental Consultants, Inc., Marissa Krueger, Treasure Coast FAEP member, Crossroads Environmental 

Consultants, Inc., Eric Haenni, Treasure Coast FAEP member, Crossroads Environmental Consultants, 

Inc., Tobin Overdorf, Treasure Coast FAEP member, President Crossroads Environmental Consultants, 

Inc., and Linda Cooke, Crossroads Environmental Consultants, Inc., for their vision, project support, and 

endless time commitment to the enhancement of the Fairgrounds with an environmental flair,  Daniel 

Shaw, president Native Lands Management for his generous donation of augers, mulch, labor, native 

landscaping planning, and habitat re creation, Chad Bates of Bates Plants for the donation of over 200 

native plants, and Brenda Lee for her creativity and vision of Martin County Coastal Habitats.   

  

The Great American Cleanup occurs each year.  The fairground environmental enhancement project is 

planned to continue for the next five years, with continued focus on improvement through ideas such as 

native habitat showcasing, showcasing Martin Countyõs agricultural roots and heritage, and community 

awareness.  Please join us next year!   
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