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Upcoming Conferences and Workshops

Bruce is on vacation so you get me this
month! | wanted to inform you of two changes that
will occur over the next few months.

The Board has started an effort to offer group mem-
berships in an attempt to give financial relief to some
of our members that are employed by local, state, and
federal agencies. Upon examination of the member-
ship, it was found that many corporations also support
a significant number of members. The Board decided
to recognize all corporations, government agencies,
and/or other entities that support FAEP membership
and encourage others to join by offering group mem-
berships. The following is the new FAEP policy for
group membership.

FAEP Group Membership Policy

9 Group memberships are available to corporations,
government agencies, and/or other entities involved
in and related to the environmental profession.

9 Each group membership will be for a minimum of 5
qualified employees.
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Painted Bunting Observer Team needs help from volunteers
Courtesy of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission

Want to help the painted bunting?

The Painted Bunting Observer Team project at the University of
North Carolina Wilmington needs your assistance with these
brightly colored migratory birds. The team is looking for volun-
teers to help with research in Florida to develop strategies to
bring the bird populations up to healthy and sustainable levels. "Unfortunately, painted
bunting populations are declining," said Dr. Jamie Rotenberg, ornithologist in the Depart-
ment of Environmental Studies at UNCW.

The painted bunting's decline may be due to a variety of factors, including increased

coastal development and new agricultural practices, both of which clear shrub  -scrub brush
vital to breeding birds, according to Mike Delany, a biologist with the Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission's (FWC) Wildlife Research Lab in Gainesville.

In North Carolina and Florida, painted buntings typically breed in a narrow range along
coasts and waterways. In South Carolina and Georgia, the birds also favor the coast but
breed well inland in low -country shrub and young pine stands. As coastal habitats continue
to be developed and as more inland shrub is cleared, these beautiful birds are losing their
homes.

In Florida, the team wants to recruit and maintain an active group of
volunteers who can make observations and collect data at backyard
bird feeders and help band and monitor buntings.

"We hope to determine the abundance and distribution of painted
buntings at backyard feeders and to detect population patterns 7
across the coastal-inland and suburban-rural landscapes," said Roten- |
berg. "We want to know if there are differences in how males and
females use feeders and how important these backyard feeders are as a food resource. Ul-
timately, we want to find out why the species is in decline and do something about it."

Since painted buntings readily visit backyard bird feeders, volunteers can easily participate
in gathering a variety of data that can aid the project in comparing populations breeding in
suburban, rural and natural habitats, from the coast to more inland areas.

Last year, Rotenberg and his colleagues had more than 7,000 data hits to their Web site,
www.paintedbuntings.org , from volunteers in the Carolinas, and the team captured and
banded more than 500 painted buntings. The banded birds allow the team to learn about
migration, life span, survival rate, reproductive success and population growth, as well as
the behavior of individual birds.
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Mayor Crottyds Clean School Bus
Courtesy of the Orange County Environmental Protec-
tion Division

Orange County Board of County Commissioners
announced the completion of the 308 ™ School
Bus retrofitted with an emission control device
on Thursday, January 29, 2009 at the Hanging
Moss School Bus Depot.

We already know that school buses are the saf-
est way for children to get to school. Through
innovative partnerships, we can also ensure
that school buses are the cleanest way to get
to school. In accordance with Mayor Crotty's
Orange to Green initiative, a project to reduce
diesel school bus emissions evolved.

A collaboration between Orange County's Envi-
ronmental Protection Division (EPD) and Or-
ange County Public Schools (OCPS), along with
a $200,000 grant from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, allowed for 308 school
buses to be retrofitted with Diesel Oxidation
Catalysts (DOCs) provided by Engine Control
Systems. These pollution control devices will
reduce harmful exhaust emissions and help stu-
dent riders breathe easier. EPD dedicated over
$100,000 in matching funds to demonstrate

that a solution to diesel emissions is currently
available and practical.

DOCs, similar to the catalytic converters on
cars, reduce emissions by capturing and incin-
erating unburned particles, preventing their
release into the atmosphere. These devices
are capable of removing up to 40% of the par-
ticulate matter, 70% of the unburned hydrocar-
bons, and 40% of the carbon monoxide typically
emitted by school buses.

Through this project, EPD and the OCPS are
taking steps toward cleaner air for our children
and the community. This is an opportunity to
introduce Central Florida to the existing tech-
nologies for reducing emissions from diesel ve-
hicles, with the hopes of launching additional
voluntary efforts with area businesses and mu-
nicipalities.

For more
information
about this
project,
please con-
tact the EPD
at 407-836-
1400.
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