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Membership 
 

Your Board of Directors voted unanimously to make two changes 
to the way memberships have been handled.  For many years, 
FAEP has operated on the basis that membership renewals occur 
in January.  Renewal notices were mailed to all existing mem-
bers whether you joined in February or September.  Members 
who joined in October through December were grandfathered in 
for the first year. 
 
NAEP has operated on an anniversary date for renewals.  If you  
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San Diego 

 

 

Visit www.naep.org for more 

information. 

From the President’s Desk 

Bruce Hasbrouck 
October 31, 2007 

On June 13, 2007, the Commissioners of Florida Fish and Wild-

life Commission (FWC) approved an interim revised Gopher Tor-

toise Incidental Take (GTIT) policy, http://myfwc.com/permits/

Tortoise/pdf/GTIT-Interim-Policy.pdf. This interim policy was 

implemented July 31, 2007. Under the interim policy, GTIT per-

mits issued for applications either received by the FWC after 

July 30 or previously received applications remaining incom-

plete after July 30 must relocate all tortoises out of harm’s way 

as a specific condition of the issued permits.  

Gopher Tortoise Relocation 

Continued on page 4 

Please visit the following links 

to review the latest employ-

ment opportunities: 

FAEP 

NAEP 

Northwest Chapter 

Central Chapter 

Treasure Coast Chapter 

Employment Opportunities 

Upcoming Conferences and Workshops 

FAEP 2007-2008 

Board of Directors 

Bruce Hasbrouck—President 

Don Deis—Vice President 

Amy Wright-Daly—Past Presi-

dent 

Kathy Hale—Treasurer 

Shannon Ruby Julien—

Secretary 

Paul Looney—NW Chapter 

Debbie Tyson—SW Chapter 

Bridgett Tolley—CN Chapter 

Mary Lindgren—TC Chapter 

Kevin Carter—SO Chapter 

Ed Currie—NE Chapter 

Curtis Watkins—TL Chapter 

Heather Maggio—TB Chapter 

Mary Gutierrez—At Large 

Erik Nuegaard—At Large 

Nancy Rodlun—At Large 

NAEP News 

Florida Brownfields Association 10th Annual Conference 

and Exhibition 

Nov. 7-9 Orlando 

Regional Cogongrass Conference Nov. 7-8 Mobile, AL 

17th Annual Clean Gulf Exhibition & Conference Nov. 15-16 Tampa 

2008 Waste-To-Fuels Conference & Trade Show April 6-8 Orlando 

Brownfields 2008 May 5-7 Detroit 

Continued on page 5 
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Orange County Takes Leadership in Climate Change Issues 

Courtesy of Orange County Environmental Protection Division 

Mayor Richard T. Crotty announced a strategy to place Orange County in the 

forefront of the worldwide movement to reduce greenhouse gases, at the 

County’s Climate Change Summit held September 25, 2007. To demonstrate 

commitment, Orange County has taken the steps to become an effective envi-

ronmental steward. In 2005, Mayor Crotty decreed an initiative to reduce county electrical con-

sumption, build only green county buildings, reduce the county’s petroleum fuel consumption by 

20% by 2010, and to become a certified Florida Green Local Government.  At the Summit, Mayor 

Crotty announced Orange County's greenhouse gas inventory and the emission reduction targets.  

On July 19, 2007, the Orange County Board of County Commissioners signed a Resolution to join the 

Cities for Climate Protection Campaign, run by the premiere organization assisting local govern-

ments in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, the International Council for Local Environmental Ini-

tiatives, or ICLEI.  As a participant, Orange County pledges to take a leadership role in promoting 

public awareness the causes and impact of climate change.  
Continued on page 4  

FAEP is looking for a new name, logo and design for your newsletter and we 

are offering you, the members, opportunity to design it. 

Hereôs how it works: 

● Submit your name, logo and design ideas (no matter how basic) to info@faep-

fl.org by November 23, 2007.   

● All entries will be reviewed. 

● The winning submittal will receive one year paid membership to FAEP, NAEP 

and your local chapter.  Thatôs a value of approximately $200!!!!! 

We look forward to hearing from you!  

Quick Legislative News 

Bald Eagle Soars off Endangered Species List 

Florida Bird Magazine 

After nearly disappearing from most of the United States decades ago, the bald eagle is now 

flourishing across the nation and no longer needs the protection of the Endangered Species 

Act. 

 

EPA Transfers PCB Clean-up Program to OSWER 

Courtesy of Environmental Resource Center 

EPA is transferring the management of the polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) cleanup program 

and most of the PCB disposal program from the Office of Prevention, Pesticides, and Toxic 

Substances (OPPTS) to the Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response (OSWER). 

OPPTS currently manages the PCB program under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA). 

OSWER is the office within EPA that manages most cleanup and disposal activities under the 

Solid Waste Disposal Act, as amended by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 

(RCRA) and the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 

(CERCLA). After the administrative transfer is completed, OSWER will oversee most issues 

pertaining to PCB cleanup and disposal under TSCA, RCRA, and CERCLA, as appropriate, while 

OPPTS will continue to oversee other issues pertaining to PCBs (such as PCB use) under TSCA. 

The transfer in management of the PCB cleanup and disposal program from OPPTS to OSWER 

will consolidate administration of cleanup and disposal activities to within one office. The 

transfer will not make any substantive changes to the regulatory requirements or standards 

for PCB cleanup and disposal. This final rule became effective on Oct. 9, 2007. 

http://floridabirdmagazine.com/?p=17
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/ESA/content.html
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/ESA/content.html
http://www.ercweb.com/resources/viewtip.aspx?id=7063
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WASTE/2007/October/Day-09/f19841.htm
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Home Depot Introduces Eco Options Website  

Home Depot is making it easy for you to identify products that make a differ-

ence, one choice at a time.  They have a new web site devoted to helping you 

make smart decisions about the products you use.  Every product with the Eco 

Options label has less of an impact on the environment than competing prod-

ucts.  Specifically, Eco Options products offer one or more of the following benefits: Sustainable 

Forestry, Energy Efficiency, Healthy Home, Clean Air and Water Conservation.  Learn more at: 

www.homedepot.com/ecooptions 

Majority of U.S. Facilities Exceed Water Permit Limits 
Courtesy of Environmental Resource Center 

More than 57% of industrial and municipal facilities across America discharged more pollution into 

our waterways than their Clean Water Act (CWA) permits allowed in 2005, according to Troubled 

Waters: An Analysis of Clean Water Act Compliance, a new report released by U.S. PIRG. 

 The goals of the 1972 Clean Water Act are to eliminate the discharge of pollutants into waterways 

and make all U.S. waters swimmable and fishable. Over the last three and a half decades, this land-

mark environmental law has made significant improvements in water quality, but the original goals 

have yet to be met. 

 Using the Freedom of Information Act, U.S. PIRG obtained data from the EPA on facilities’ compli-

ance with CWA in 2005. U.S. PIRG researchers found that: 

·   57% of all major U.S. industrial and municipal facilities discharged more pollution into U.S. water-

ways than allowed by law at least once during 2005. 

·   The average facility exceeded its pollution permit limit by 263%, discharging close to four times 

the legal limit. 

·   The 3,600 major facilities exceeding their permit limits reported more than 24,400 exceedances 

of their CWA permits in 2005. This means that many facilities exceeded their permits more than 

once and for more than one pollutant. 

·   Nationally, 628 major facilities exceeded their CWA permits for at least half the monthly report-

ing periods between January 1 and December 31, 2005. Eighty-five facilities exceeded their CWA 

permits during every reporting period. 

·   The 10 U.S. states with the highest percentages of major facilities exceeding their CWA permit 

limits at least once were Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Ohio, Connecticut, 

New York, North Dakota, California, and West Virginia. 

·   The 10 U.S. states with the most exceedances of CWA permit limits during 2005 period were 

Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, Texas, California, Massachusetts, Louisiana, Tennessee, Alabama, 

and Florida. 

 U.S. PIRG Clean Water Advocate Christy Leavitt noted that the findings are likely “just the tip of 

the polluted iceberg,” because the data that U.S. PIRG analyzed includes only “major” facilities and 

does not include pollution discharged into waters by the thousands of minor facilities across the 

country. 

http://faep-fl.org/
http://faep-fl.org/
http://www.homedepot.com/ecooptions
http://static.uspirg.org/reports.asp?id2=35946
http://static.uspirg.org/reports.asp?id2=35946
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More recently, Orange County hosted a Climate Change 

Summit to explore the issues, opportunities and actions 

that must be taken by county government, municipali-

ties, businesses and citizens of Orange County.  One of 

the highlights of the summit was a visit from Governor 

Charlie Crist. The Summit included expert panelists on 

the topics of the Challenges of Global Warming; Trans-

portation and Alternative Fuels; Green Building and Re-

cycling; Energy Use- Business and Citizen Action; and 

Regional Action, as well as Roger Ballentine giving a 

keynote speech titled “Dead dogs, yellow lines and solu-

tions to the climate crisis: finding the “radical center” in 

the climate debate.” The Orange County Climate Change 

Plan, which outlines eight goals set by Mayor Crotty, can 

be viewed at www.ocfl.net.   

Although climate change is a global issue, cities and 

counties can be part of the solution.  The major sources 

of greenhouse gas emissions are linked to land use and 

transportation planning, energy use, building code and 

waste management practices, all of which are influ-

enced by local governments.  Local government deci-

sions affect the sustainability of our communities.  Local 

businesses and citizens participate in the selection of 

services and products, and the overall processes and use 

of resources that shape our communities.    

As demand for sustainable communities and clean re-

newable energies continues to grow, Orange County will 

meet this demand and have a competitive economic 

advantage.  Renewable energy technologies such as solar 

and wind generate more jobs in construction, manufac-

turing and installation than fossil fuel based energy tech-

nologies. Orange County invites other Florida cities, 

counties, businesses and citizens, if they haven’t al-

ready, to follow its lead. 

Gopher Tortoise continued Orange County continued 

as a specific condition of the issued per-

mits.  

Options available to address the presence 

of tortoises on lands slated for develop-

ment are avoid development, avoid de-

struction of tortoise burrows, relocate 

tortoises on-site or relocate them off-site. 

Relocation requires permits for FWC. The 

Division of Habitat and Species Conserva-

tion’s Species Conservation Planning Sec-

tion (SCPS) Tallahassee staff and Regional 

Biologists issue two types of tortoise relo-

cation permits:  

The standard tortoise relocation permit is 

available for development projects that 

require the relocation of more than five 

tortoises on-site or relocation of any num-

ber of tortoises off-site. Off-site relocation 

of tortoises may require testing of tor-

toises for Upper Respiratory Tract Disease, 

(URTD) at the discretion of the landowner.  

The special tortoise relocation permit for 

projects (usually single residential con-

struction) is required for the relocation of 

five or fewer tortoises on-site. Applica-

tions for standard relocation permits are 

submitted to the SCPS Tallahassee Office. 

Applications for special relocation permits 

are submitted to the regional contact per-

son.   

For answers concerning frequently asked 

questions about the interim revised GTIT 

policy visit http://myfwc.com/permits/

Tortoise/pdf/GTIT-Interim-Policy-

FAQs.pdf. For more information on gopher 

tortoise permitting visit the FWCC web-

site, http://myfwc.com/permits/

Protected-Wildlife/default.htm.  

http://faep-fl.org/
http://faep-fl.org/
http://www.ocfl.net/


joined in March, you receive a renewal notice prior to your membership expiring.  As a result, FAEP 
will be operating in the same manner.  For all FAEP members who are currently NAEP members, your 
anniversary date will be the same for both.  For FAEP members who are not, your renewal date will 
be the same month as when you joined. 
 
We trust the transition will be smooth.  The renewal/membership dates are already tracked for most 
members. 
 
The other change is related to the primary point of contact for membership services. FAEP will be 
providing those services for each of the local chapters.  Each chapter’s data base will be kept as a 
portion of the overall data.   
 
The Board also voted to have consistent membership forms for each Chapter.  Your renewal notice 
and all new memberships will be sent to FAEP.  Danielle Weitlauf will process memberships on a 
regular basis and send the data and a check to each Chapter.   
 
The current process creates a redundancy that has each chapter investing valuable time to collect 
dues and process memberships.  Those data are then forwarded to the Association Administrator who 
spends time on the same effort.  As a result of the new program, memberships will be processed 
once at FAEP as a service to the local chapters. 
 
Again, we trust the transition will be smooth.  Most chapters will likely collect memberships during 
meetings or other events.  However, the new program is envisioned to be more efficient.  
 
NAEP News 
 
I recently attended a meeting of the Presidents of each of the State Chapters.  FAEP is somewhat 
unique in that most other states do not have local chapters.  However, most of the chapters are 
faced with the same challenges of continuing to provide appropriate services for their members.  We 
definitely benefit from the multiple, monthly presentations that are held throughout the state.  Each 
month you will receive an email that lists the topics, dates, locations, and contact information of the 
meetings for each chapter.  
 
A draft proposal is being reviewed by the chapters that would create a new membership level at 
NAEP.  Currently, members who belong to your local chapter and FAEP only are not considered NAEP 
members.  If the proposal is passed, a new membership level will be recognized for the “Affiliate 
Members” who are not NAEP members.  Look for more information next month as this new idea is 
flushed out. 
 
Committees 
 
We have three members who have volunteered to help with the operation of your organization.  Erik 
Neugaard of RS&H erik.neugaard@rsandh.coM  has agreed to Chair the Awards Committee.  His cur-
rent effort includes developing plaques as recognition for previous effots  -  Amy Wright as President, 
Paul Schmidt as Vice President, and Peter Gottfried as Executive Director.  
 
Nancy Rodlun (Orange County Environmental Protection Division) nancy.rodlun@ocfl.net has agreed 
to help with the newsletter.  We hope you like the new format of the monthly FAEP Newsletter.  
Please read the article regarding the contest for the new format. 
 
Bridgett Tolley (SFWMD) btolley@sfwmd.gov has agreed to chair the Internet Committee.  As with the 
newsletter, we are planning on re-tooling the website.  The committee will be looking at such issues 
as interaction with Chapter websites, background graphics, advertising, and other aspects that will 
improve how FAEP provides services to our members, the Chapters, and the general web-surfing pub-
lic. 
 
Teresa Biggs with TKW Consulting Engineers teresa.biggs@tkwonline.com will be involved with adver-
tising.  Her ad-hoc committee is looking at other conferences, especially international conferences 
that will be held in Florida, to identify advertising opportunities.  We anticipate there are numerous 
places to effectively co-sponsor an event. 
 
Please feel free to contact any of the above members if you are interested in helping shape the fu-
ture of our organization.  Have you ever noticed that the root word of “committee” is “commit”.  
These individuals are committed to the membership of FAEP.   

President’s Desk continued 
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