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Florida Forever Land Acquisition Program 
 

In 1990, Florida established the Preservation 2000 (P2000) pro-
gram, a 10-year program that raised $300 million per year for a 
total of $3 billion.   According to the Florida Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (FDEP) website, a total of 1,781,489 acres 
of lands were protected under the P2000 program.  
 
As the P2000 program came to a close, the Florida Forever Land 
Acquisition Program was established. FDEPõs Division of State 
Lands has primary responsibility for the Florida Forever pro-
gram, the world's largest conservation land buying program.  
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From the Presidentõs Desk 

Bruce Hasbrouck  
January 31, 2008  

Last fall, the FAEP Board of Directors voted to make 

a change to the way memberships expire. For many years, FAEP 

has operated on the basis that membership renewals occur in 

January regardless of when you joined during the calendar year.  

Starting immediately, your renewal date will be the same month 

as when you joined. So, if you have been looking for that Janu-

ary 1st renewal notice, it is no longer.  You will still receive a 

renewal notice from FAEP when that anniversary date ap-

proaches. 

Is Your Mailbox Missing Something?  

Please visit the following links 

to review the latest employ-

ment opportunities:  

FAEP 

NAEP 

Northwest Chapter  

Central Chapter  

Treasure Coast Chapter 

Employment Opportunities  

Upcoming Conferences and Workshops  
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Changing Climates, 2008 NAEP/AEP Annual Conference March 25-28 San Diego, CA 

2008 Waste-To-Fuels Conference & Trade Show April 6-8 Orlando, FL 

Brownfields 2008 May 5-7 Detroit, MI  

6th International Conference on Remediation of Chlorin-
ated & Recalcitrant Compounds 

May 19-22 Monterey, CA 

Florida Local Environmental Resources Agency 2008 Confer-

ence 

July 30ñ

August 1 

Sarasota, FL 

Continued on page 4 

       

http://www.faepnw.org/jobs.htm
http://www.naep.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home
http://www.faepnw.org/jobs.htm
http://www.cfaep.org/
http://www.faep-fl.org/TCC/html/jobs.htm
http://www.naep.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home
http://www.waste-to-fuels.org
http://www.brownfields2008.org
http://www.battelle.org/environment/er/conferences/chlorcon/default.stm
http://www.battelle.org/environment/er/conferences/chlorcon/default.stm
http://www.flera.org/conference.html
http://www.flera.org/conference.html
http://www.flera.org/conference.html


FAEP Board Members Provide Biological Experience to International 

Baccalaureate Students   Paul Looney, Northwest Florida Chapter  

Environmental Professionals from the Pensacola area provided nearly 50 students from the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate program at Pensacola High School with a unique look at Pensacolaõs rich bio-
logical heritage.   The all day program at Big Lagoon State Park was the brainchild of Debbie Looney 
(NW Chapter BOD and President of Debbie Looney & Associates), her husband Paul Looney (NW 
Chapter President and Ecologist with Volkert & Associates), and veteran biology teacher for the IB 

Program, Edie Bidwell.  
 
The environmental professional volunteers included offi-
cers and board members of the Northwest Chapter of the 
Florida Association of Environmental Professionals and the 
Secretary of the NAEP.  Each of the volunteers provided 
their expertise as a means of giving back to the commu-
nity where they work and live.  Debbie Looney said that 
she hopes òthe dayõs fun will encourage students to pur-
sue science as a career.ó  
 
Debbie and Paul were assisted by four other Environ-
mental Professional volunteers: Heather Reed (Treasurer, 
NW Chapter and President of Ecological Consulting Ser-
vices), Rayne Maisel (Ecological Consultant with Edmisten 
and Associates), Shelly Alexander (Manager, Northwest 

Florida Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas), and Carlos Llull (Fisheries Biologist, Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Research Institute).   
 
The field exercise was developed to provide the students with an experience that showed them the 
real world applications of classroom study.  The goal was to give the students a fun and exciting 
biology experience.  The exercise involved plant and fish identification as well as daylong personal 
access to local environmental professionals who make their living in biology.  The field trip fulfilled 
an IB program science requirement for the students and 
each of them will be reporting on their experience.   
 
The team led the students on a botanical treasure hunt 
where the student groups had to research a list of nearly 50 
plants and work as a team to identify them and the habitat 
where they are found.  After lunch, the students got wet 
performing several seine trawls along the shoreline.  They 
were all impressed with the number of species found in the 
net and the fact that all of those creatures depend on the 
sea grass beds to grow and reproduce.  The questions and 
discussions with the volunteers gave the students a better 
understanding of the important link between coastal sea 
grasses and the seafood we all love in Pensacola.   
 
The students were happy with a day out of the classroom 
and the volunteers were happy with a fun day doing what they love.  Paul Looney stated, òI was 
impressed with the level of preparation and knowledge the students completed before arriving this 
morning.  It is obvious that Edie Bidwell is a great biology teacher who can motivate her students 
and help them appreciate biology.ó   
 
Edie summed up the overall impressions from this fun and informative learning experience. òWow, 
today was more than I could have hoped for!   Everything worked out great, and the kids really got 
into it.   Your preparation and direction for the whole venture were tops, and we could not have 
asked for more.ó   
 
òThank you, thank you for such a fantastic experience.   I think this will stick with them forever.   My 
hat is off to the both of you for making such a supreme effort to get kids into the "real" biology!ó 
 

Continued on page 6  
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Florida Friendly Landscaping  
Nancy Rodlun, Central Florida Chapter 
 
On Tuesday, November 27, 2007, Lake Eola Charter School Stu-
dents,  Orange County Master Gardeners, and Florida Native 
Plant Society Members assisted Orange County Environmental 
Protection Division  to install an Environmentally Friendly Dem-
onstration Garden at 201 South Rosalind Avenue, Orlando (OC 
Administration Building).    
 
The garden features many native plant species suitable for 
home and business landscapes.  Native plants are a Florida 
Friendly choice, since they require little to no fertilization or pest control and provide wildlife habitat.    

 
Water use will be reduced by the elimination of unnecessary irri-
gation. This  is accomplished in part due to the drought tolerant 
plant material selected. The plants, predominately Florida natives 
as well as some non-native, noninvasive species, will be able to 
survive on regular rainfall once established.   
 
Low impact drip irrigation will be used to establish the plantings 
and supplement water needs in extreme drought conditions, en-
suring plant survival and aesthetics of the garden.   
 
The garden features an environmentally friendly pervious pathway 
using a new product called Flexi-PAVE, consisting of recycled 

tires. The innovative pavement reduces stormwater runoff and provides recharge percolation for groundwa-
ter resources.  
 
This Florida Friendly Garden was made possible, in part, by 
Florida Wildflower Foundation  through funds provided by Flor-
ida Wildflower Tag  sales, Masuen Consulting, LLC, Dobsonõs 
Woods and Water, Inc and Rain Bird Corporation.  
 
For information about the garden, contact Nancy Rodlun, Com-
munity Outreach Coordinator, at nancy.rodlun@ocfl.net  or 
(407) 836-1400.  
 
For more information about Florida Friendly Landscaping, con-
tact the Orange County Cooperative Extension, 6021 South Con-

way Road, Orlando, (407) 254-9200.  

Quick Legislative News 

More Thank 200 Grant Applications Received for Renewable Energy Technologies  

Florida Department of Environmental Management  

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the Florida Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Services (DACS) received 215 grant proposals this fall for renewable 

energy technologies. Part of DEPõs Renewable Energy Technologies Grant Program and DACSõ 

Farm-to-Fuel Grant Program, the grants are designed to stimulate capital investment in the 

state and promote and enhance the statewide utilization of renewable energy technologies.  

Record $2 Billion to be Spent on Environmental Controls and Cleanup in the Southeast  

Courtesy of Environmental Protection Agency  

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Region 4 enforcement program will reduce, treat 

or eliminate 167 million pounds of pollution in the Southeast as a result of agreements and 

concluded enforcement actions taken in fiscal year 2007. This includes reducing harmful air 

emissions (sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide) and significant volumes of untreated sewage, as 

well as cleaning more than 1.9 million cubic yards of contaminated soil. The estimated value 

of corrective action or cleanup required by EPA Region 4 enforcement agreements will total 

more than $2 billion, the highest total ever achieved by Region 4.  

More information on EPA's Region 4 enforcement and compliance activities and data for FY 

2007 is available at: http://www.epa.gov/region4/ead/2007_annual_results/index.html  
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